
 LITURGICAL VARIABLES – SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2025 
Sunday of the Publican & the Pharisee  

Leave-taking of the Great Feast of the Presentation of our Lord 

 

FIRST ANTIPHON  

My heart hath poured forth a good word; I speak of my works to the 

king. My tongue is the pen of a swiftly writing scribe. 

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 

Grace is poured into thy lips: therefore, God hath blessed thee forever. 

(Refrain) 

Glory…Both now…(Refrain) 

 

SECOND ANTIPHON  

Gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh, O mighty One, in Thy comeliness and 

Thy beauty. Bend Thy bow, and proceed prosperously, and be king. 

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast borne in the arms of 

righteous Simeon; who sing to Thee. Alleluia! 

Thine arrows are sharp, O mighty One, in the heart of the king’s 

enemies; whereby the peoples fall under Thee. (Refrain) 

A scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Thy kingdom. (Refrain) 

Glory…Both now…O Only-begotten Son…  

 

THIRD ANTIPHON 

Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also 

thine own people, and thy father’s house. Even the rich among the 

people shall entreat thy countenance. I shall commemorate thy name in 

every generation. 

 

• During the Little Entrance, after the chanting of the Third Antiphon,        

chant the Apolytikion of the Presentation, followed by the Entrance Hymn:  

 

ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE RESURRECTION 

The Lord hath made known His salvation; He hath revealed His justice 

in the sight of the Gentiles. Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from 

the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia! 

• After the Entrance, sing the hymns in the following order below: 

 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION (TONE 8) 

From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou 

didst submit to the threeday burial, that Thou might deliver us from 

passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee. 

 

APOLYTIKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST (TONE 1) 

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace, for from thee arose the Sun of 

justice, Christ our God, lighting those who are in darkness. Rejoice and be 

glad, O righteous elder, carrying in thine arms the Deliverer of our souls, 

Who granteth us Resurrection. 

 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. NICHOLAS (TONE 4) 

In truth you were revealed to your flock, as a rule of faith, a model of 

meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore, you have won the 

heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy Father, Bishop Nicholas, 

intercede with Christ our God that our souls may be saved. 

 

KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST (TONE 1) 

Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, 

and, as is meet, didst bless Simeon’s arms, and didst also come to save us; 

preserve Thy fold in wars, and confirm them whom Thou didst love, for 

Thou alone art the Lover of mankind. 

 

THE EPISTLE 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.  

For He hath regarded the humility of His handmaiden. 

Reading from the 2nd Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy (3:10-15) 
Timothy my son, you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, 

my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions, and my 

sufferings; and what befell me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra. What 

persecutions I endured; yet from them all, the Lord rescued me. Indeed all who 

desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil men and 

impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceivers and deceived. But as for you, 

continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from 

whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with 

the sacred writings which are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in 

Christ Jesus. 
 

 

 



 

  
 
 

 

THE GOSPEL 

Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (18:10-14) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “Two men went up into the temple to 

pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood 

and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank Thee that I am not like 

other men, extortionists, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax 

collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax 

collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to Heaven, 

but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, 

this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for 

everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles 

himself will be exalted.” 

 

 

 
 

THE SYNAXARION 

On February 9, we take leave of the celebration of the Presentation of 

our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ in the Temple. On the Sunday 

which falls during the After-feast of the Presentation of our Lord, we 

commemorate the Holy and Righteous Mothers of the Three 

Hierarchs: Ss. Emmelia (Basil the Great), Nona (Gregory the 

Theologian) and Anthousa (John Chrysostom).  

 

On this day, we make remembrance of the Parable of the Pharisee and 

the Publican, which occurs in the Holy Gospel according to Luke the 

Evangelist.In our Savior’s parable, Jesus uses a Pharisee, a leader of the 

synagogue, who was regarded in public opinion as virtuous; and a 

publican, a tax collector, who was regarded as oppressive, greedy and 

a sinner. In their prayers to God, we discover the real hearts of these 

two men. We thus learn of the harm that comes from pride and the 

good that comes from humility. The divine Church Fathers sought to 

alert prepare the Christ-loving clergy and laity for the upcoming 

period of the Great Fast. Therefore, on this Sunday we are reminded 

that humility is the greatest weapon against pride, as we imitate the 

humility of the publican to ascend to the divine heights. 

 


