
 LITURGICAL VARIABLES – SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2025 

Sunday of the Last Judgment (Meat Fare)  
Hieromartyr Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna; 

Venerable Gorgonia, Sister of Gregory the Theologian 

 

FIRST ANTIPHON  

It is good to give praise unto the Lord, and to chant unto Thy Name,      

O Most High! 

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 

To proclaim in the morning Thy mercy and Thy truth by night. (Refrain)          

Upright is the Lord our God, and there is no unrighteousness in Him. 

(Refrain)          

Glory…Both now…(Refrain)  

 

SECOND ANTIPHON  

The Lord is King; He is clothed with majesty! The Lord is clothed with 

strength and hath girt Himself. 

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead;              

who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 

For He established the world which shall not be shaken. (Refrain)  

Holiness becometh Thy house, O Lord, unto length of days. (Refrain)  

Glory…Both now…O Only-begotten Son…  

 

• During the Little Entrance, chant the Apolytikion of the Resurrection, 

followed by the Entrance Hymn:  

 

ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE RESURRECTION 

Come let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God,      

Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 

 

• After the Entrance, sing the hymns in the following order below: 

 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION (TONE 2) 

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and 

immortal One, then Thou didst destroy hades with Thy Godly power. 

And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the 

powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, 

glory to Thee. 

 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. NICHOLAS (TONE 4) 

In truth you were revealed to your flock, as a rule of faith, a model of 

meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore, you have won the 

heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy Father, Bishop Nicholas, 

intercede with Christ our God that our souls may be saved. 

 

KONTAKION OF THE SUNDAY OF THE LAST JUDGMENT (TONE 1) 

When Thou comest, O God, to earth with glory, and all creatures 

tremble before Thee, and the river of fire floweth before the Altar, and 

the books are opened and sins revealed, deliver me then from that 

unquenchable fire, and make me worthy to stand at Thy right hand, O 

righteous Judge. 

 

 

THE EPISTLE 
The Lord is my strength and my song. With chastisement hath the Lord chastened me. 

   Reading from the 1st Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (8:8-9:2) 

Brethren, food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we 

do not eat, and no better off if we do. Only take care, lest this liberty of 

yours somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For if any one 

sees you—a man of knowledge—at table in an idol’s temple, might he 

not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? 

And so by your knowledge this weak man is destroyed, the brother for 

whom Christ died. Thus, sinning against your brethren and wounding 

their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if 

food is a cause of my brother’s falling, I will never eat meat, lest I cause 

my brother to fall. Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen 

Jesus our Lord? Are not you my workmanship in the Lord? If to others 

I am not an apostle, at least I am to you; for you are the seal of my 

apostleship in the Lord. 

 
 

THE GOSPEL 

Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (25:31-46) 

The Lord said, “When the Son of man comes in His glory, and all the 

angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. Before Him 

will be gathered all the nations, and He will separate them one from 

another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and He will 

place the sheep at His right hand, but the goats at the left.   
 

 



 

  
 
 

 

Then the King will say to those at His right hand, ‘Come, O blessed of 

my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 

of the world; for I was hungry and you gave Me food, I was thirsty and 

you gave Me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed Me, I was 

naked and you clothed Me, I was sick and you visited Me, I was in 

prison and you came to Me.’ Then the righteous will answer Him, 

‘Lord, when did we see Thee hungry and feed Thee, or thirsty and give 

Thee drink? And when did we see Thee a stranger and welcome Thee, 

or naked and clothe Thee? And when did we see Thee sick or in prison 

and visit Thee?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, 

as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ 

Then He will say to those at his left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, 

into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was 

hungry and you gave Me no food, I was thirsty and you gave Me no 

drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome Me, naked and you 

did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’ Then 

they also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see Thee hungry or thirsty 

or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to 

Thee?’ Then He will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it not 

to one of the least of these, you did it not to Me.’ And they will go away 

into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

 

 

 

 

THE SYNAXARION 

It is the Sunday of the Last Judgment—known also as Meat Fare 

Sunday—the lesson of which occurs in today’s Holy Gospel. Jesus 

illustrates to us God’s ineffable goodness and His great love for 

mankind. And so lest some who are lazy should loiter and spend the 

time appropriate to their salvation in the pursuit of sin, and be 

suddenly overtaken by death, the divine Fathers decree that on this 

day the remembrance of the Second Appearance of Christ may be 

celebrated. The intention is to remind them that, as God is good and 

loving to mankind, He is also a very righteous Judge Who 

recompenses each according to his deeds. Our Lord teaches us that 

when we minister to our brother or sister, we really minister to Him. 

This brings us righteousness and life eternal. 

 


