
 LITURGICAL VARIABLES – SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2025 

Great Feast of Theophany (Baptism of our Lord) – transferred 

 

**Festal Liturgy of St. Basil the Great** 
 

FIRST ANTIPHON  

When Israel went out of Egypt, and the house of Jacob from among a 

barbarous people; Judah became His sanctuary; Israel His dominion. 

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Savior, save us! 

The sea beheld and fled: Jordan turned back. What aileth thee, O sea, 

that thou fleddest? And thou Jordan, that thou didst turn back? 

(Refrain)  

Glory…Both now…(Refrain)  
 

SECOND ANTIPHON  

I am filled with love, for the Lord will hear the voice of my supplication. 

For He hath inclined His ear unto me, and in my days will I call upon Him. 

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast baptized by John in the 

Jordan; who sing to Thee. Alleluia! 

The pangs of death have encompassed me; the perils of hades have 

found me. Tribulation and sorrow have I found, and I called upon the 

name of the Lord. 

Merciful is the Lord, and righteous; and our God hath mercy. (Refrain)  

Glory…Both now…O Only-begotten Son…  
 

THIRD ANTIPHON  

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endureth 

forever. Let the house of Israel now confess that He is good; for His 

mercy endureth forever. Let the house of Aaron confess that He is good; 

for His mercy endureth forever. Let them now who fear the Lord confess 

that He is good; for His mercy endureth forever. 
 

• During the Little Entrance, after the verses of the Third Antiphon, chant the 

Apolytikion of the Theophany of Christ. Then, the following Entrance Hymn:  
 

ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE RESURRECTION 

Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord. The Lord is God and 

hath appeared unto us. Save us, O Son of God, Who wast baptized by 

John in the Jordan; who sing to Thee. Alleluia! 
 

• After the Entrance, sing the hymns in the following order below: 

 

APOLYTIKION OF THE THEOPHANY OF CHRIST (TONE 1) 

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity 

wast made manifest; for the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee, 

calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in the likeness of a dove 

confirmed the truth of His word. O Christ our God, Who hast appeared 

and enlightened the world, glory to Thee. 
 

KONTAKION OF THE THEOPHANY OF CHRIST (TONE 4) 

On this day Thou hast appeared * unto the whole world, * and Thy light, 

O Sovereign Lord, * is signed on us who sing Thy praise * and chant 

with knowledge: Thou hast now come, * Thou hast appeared, O Thou 

Light unapproachable. 
 

ANTI-TRISAGION HYMN 

As many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

Alleluia! (thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, 

and unto ages of ages. Amen.  Have put on Christ. Alleluia! 

As many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

Alleluia! 
 

THE EPISTLE 

Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord. 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endureth forever 

Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to St. Titus (2:11-14; 3:4-7) 

My son Titus, the grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all men, 

training us to renounce irreligion and worldly passions, and to live 

sober, upright, and godly lives in this world; awaiting our blessed hope, 

the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 

Who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all iniquity and to purify 

for Himself a people of His own who are zealous for good deeds. When 

the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, He 

saved us, not because of deeds done by us in righteousness, but in virtue 

of His own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal in the 

Holy Spirit, which He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ 

our Savior, so that we might be justified by His grace and become heirs 

in hope of eternal life. 
 

 



 

  
 
 

 

THE GOSPEL 

Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (3:13-17) 

At that time, Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be 

baptized by him. John would have prevented Him, saying, “I need to 

be baptized by Thee, and Thou dost come to me?” But Jesus answered 

him, “Let it be so now; for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 

righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus was baptized, He 

went up immediately from the water, and behold, the heavens were 

opened and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and 

alighting on Him; and lo, a voice from heaven, saying, “This is My 

beloved Son, with Whom I am well pleased.” 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN OF THEOPHANY (TONE 8) 
The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men. Alleluia! 

 

THE SYNAXARION 
On January 6, we celebrate the Great Feast of Theophany (Baptism of our 

Lord). When our Lord reached thirty years from His physical birth, He began 

His teaching and saving work. He Himself signified this “beginning of the 

beginning” by His baptism in the River Jordan. St. Cyril of Jerusalem says, 

“The beginning of the world: water; the beginning of the Good News: 

Jordan.” At the time of the baptism of the Lord in water, the Father was 

revealed to the sense of hearing; the Spirit was revealed to the sense of sight, 

and in addition to these, the Son was revealed to the sense of touch. The Father 

uttered His witness about the Son, the Son was baptized in the water, and the 

Holy Spirit in the form of a dove hovered above the water. John the Baptist 

witnessed and said about Christ, “Behold, the Lamb of God, Who takes away 

the sins of the world.” When John immersed and baptized the Lord in the 

Jordan, the mission of Christ in the world and the path of our salvation were 

shown. That is to say: The Lord took upon Himself the sins of mankind and 

died under them (immersion) and became alive again (the coming out of the 

water); and we must die as the old sinful man and become alive again as 

cleansed, renewed and regenerated. This is the Savior and this is the path of 

salvation. The Feast of the Epiphany (Theophany in Greek) is also called the 

Feast of Illumination. For us, the event in the River Jordan illuminates, by 

manifesting to us God as Trinity, consubstantial and undivided. Also, every 

one of us through baptism in water is illumined by this, that we become 

adopted by the Father of Lights through the merits of the Son and the power 

of the Holy Spirit. 


