
 LITURGICAL VARIABLES – SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 2025 
Sunday of the Gospel of Zacchaeus; Venerable Xenophon, His wife, 

Mary, and Their two sons, Arkadios and John, of Constantinople 

 

FIRST ANTIPHON  

It is good to give praise unto the Lord, and to chant unto Thy Name,      

O Most High! 

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 

To proclaim in the morning Thy mercy and Thy truth by night. (Refrain)          

Upright is the Lord our God, and there is no unrighteousness in Him. 

(Refrain)          

Glory…Both now…(Refrain)  

 

SECOND ANTIPHON  

The Lord is King; He is clothed with majesty! The Lord is clothed with 

strength and hath girt Himself. 

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead;              

who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 

For He established the world which shall not be shaken. (Refrain)  

Holiness becometh Thy house, O Lord, unto length of days. (Refrain)  

Glory…Both now…O Only-begotten Son…  

 

• During the Little Entrance, chant the Apolytikion of the Resurrection,        

then the following Entrance Hymn:  

 

ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE RESURRECTION 

Come let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God,      

Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia! 

 

• After the Entrance, sing the hymns in the following order below: 

 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION (TONE 6) 

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic 

powers shone above Thy revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to 

keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not 

tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the 

world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee. 

 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. NICHOLAS (TONE 4) 

In truth you were revealed to your flock, as a rule of faith, a model of 

meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore, you have won the 

heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy Father, Bishop Nicholas, 

intercede with Christ our God that our souls may be saved. 

 

KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST (TONE 1) 

Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s 

womb, and, as is meet, didst bless Simeon’s arms, and didst also come 

to save us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and confirm them whom Thou 

didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover of mankind. 
 

THE EPISTLE 

O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. 

To Thee, O Lord, have I cried, O my God 

Reading from the 1st Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy (4:9-15) 

Timothy, my son, the saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance. For 

to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living 

God, Who is the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe. 

Command and teach these things. Let no one despise your youth, but 

set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in 

purity. Until I come, attend to the public reading of scripture, to 

preaching, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have, which was 

given you by prophetic utterance when the council of elders laid their 

hands upon you. Practice these duties; devote yourself to them, so that 

all may see your progress. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

  
 
 

 

THE GOSPEL 

Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (19:1-10) 

At that time, Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. And there 

was a man named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector, and rich. 

And he sought to see Who Jesus was, but could not, on account of the 

crowd, because he was small of stature. So he ran on ahead and 

climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Jesus, for He was to pass that 

way. And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to him, 

“Zacchaeus, make haste and come down; for I must stay at your house 

today.” So he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully. 

And when they saw it they all murmured, “He has gone in to be the 

guest of a man who is a sinner.” And Zacchaeus stood and said to the 

Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I 

have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus 

said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a 

son of Abraham; for the Son of man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 

 
 

THE SYNAXARION 

On January 26, we commemorate our righteous Father Xenophon of 

Constantinople, along with his wife, Mary, and their two sons, 

Arkadios and John. Prominent and wealthy citizens of the fifth 

century, Xenophon and Mary lived a God-pleasing life and dedicated 

all their attention to the Christian upbringing of their sons. When their 

sons reached adulthood, they were sent to study in Beirut; but it so 

happened that a storm capsized their boat. John and Arkadios were 

tossed ashore by the waves but in two different places so that each 

thought the other was drowned. Out of grief for each other, they both 

became monks in two different monasteries. After two years, their 

grieving parents came to Jerusalem on a pilgrimage to pay homage 

before the holy shrines. There, with the help of a spiritual father, first 

the brothers met and, after that, the parents with their sons. Out of 

gratitude to God, Xenophon and Mary distributed their entire estate to 

the poor and both of them were tonsured. Thus, the Lord wonderfully 

guides the destiny of those who believe in Him. He permits pain and 

sorrow upon them that they may, later on, be strengthened in faith, in 

order to lead them into still greater joy. 


