LITURGICAL VARIABLES - SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2024
Forefeast of the Conception of the Theotokos;
Venerable Patapios of Thebes; Sophronios, bishop of Cyprus

FIRST ANTIPHON
It is good to give praise unto the Lord, and to chant unto Thy Name,
O Most High!
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
To proclaim in the morning Thy mercy and Thy truth by night. (Refrain)
Upright is the Lord our God, and there is no unrighteousness in Him.
(Refrain)
Glory...Both now...(Refrain)

SECOND ANTIPHON
The Lord is King; He is clothed with majesty! The Lord is clothed with
strength and hath girt Himself.
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead;
who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
For He established the world which shall not be shaken. (Refrain)
Holiness becometh Thy house, O Lord, unto length of days. (Refrain)
Glory...Both now...O Only-begotten Son...

e During the Little Entrance, chant the Apolytikion of the Resurrection,
then the following Entrance Hymn:

ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE RESURRECTION
Come let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God,
Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee: Alleluia!

o After the Entrance, sing the hymns in the following order below:

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION (TONE 7)
Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the
thief; Thou didst turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into
joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning, that Thou hast
risen O Christ, granting to the world the Great Mercy.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. NICHOLAS (TONE 4)
In truth you were revealed to your flock, as a rule of faith, a model of
meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore, you have won the
heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy Father, Bishop Nicholas,
intercede with Christ our God that our souls may be saved.

KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY (TONE 3)
On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to * God the
Word ineffably, * Who was before all the ages. * Dance for joy, O earth,
on hearing * the gladsome tidings; * with the Angels and the shepherds
now glorify Him * Who is willing to be gazed on * as a young Child
Who * before the ages is God.

THE EPISTLE
The Lord will give strength to His people.

Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God, ascribe to the Lord honor and glory.
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians (2:14-22)
Brethren, Christ is our peace, Who has made us both one, and has broken
down the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in His flesh the law of
commandments and ordinances, that He might create in Himself one new
man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to
God in one body through the Cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an
end. And He came and preached peace to you, who were far off, and peace
to those who were near; for through Him we both have access in one Spirit
to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you
are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
Himself being the cornerstone, in Whom the whole structure is joined
together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom you also are

built into it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.




THE GOSPEL
Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (13:10-17)

At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the
Sabbath. And there was a woman who had had a spirit of infirmity for
eighteen years; she was bent over and could not fully straighten
herself. And when Jesus saw her, He called her and said to her,
“Woman, you are freed from your infirmity.” And He laid His hands
upon her, and immediately she was made straight, and she praised
God. But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had
healed on the Sabbath, said to the people, “There are six days on which
work ought to be done; come on those days and be healed, and not on
the Sabbath day.” Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrite! Does
not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his ass from the manger,
and lead it away to water it? And ought not this woman, a daughter of
Abraham, whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this
bond on the Sabbath day?” As Jesus said this, all His adversaries were
put to shame; and all the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that
were done by Him.

COMMUNION HYMN OF THE RESURRECTION (TONE 8)
Praise the Lord from the Heavens, praise Him in the highest!

THE SYNAXARION
On December 8, we commemorate our righteous Father Patapios of Egypt.
Patapios abhorred the vanity of this world and withdrew into the wilderness
of Egypt. There he devoted himself to a life of asceticism, cleansing his heart
of all earthly desires and thoughts for the sake of God’s love. However, when
his virtues became known among the people, they came to him for solace in
their sufferings. Fearing the praise of men, which darkens the minds of men
and separates them from God, Patapios fled this wilderness to
Constantinople, thinking he could hide himself more easily in a big city; but a
light cannot be hidden. A child, blind from birth, was led by God’s providence
to Patapios. He besought the saint to pray to God that he be given his sight to
look upon God’s creation and praise Him all the more. Patapios, having
compassion on the suffering child, prayed to God, and the child’s sight was
restored. This miracle revealed God’s chosen one, and people rushed to him
for healing, comfort and instruction. Patapios performed many other miracles,
all through prayer in the name of Christ and by the sign of the Cross. In great
old age, he peacefully entered the Heavenly Kingdom in the seventh century.
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7 ﬁelcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
3 \ you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of

the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to
proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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