LITURGICAL VARIABLES - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2024
Commemoration of Gregory the Wonderworker,
Bishop of Neo-Caesarea; Venerable Hilda, Abbess of Whitby

FIRST ANTIPHON
It is good to give praise unto the Lord, and to chant unto Thy Name, O
Most High!
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
To proclaim in the morning Thy mercy and Thy truth by night. (Refrain)
Upright is the Lord our God, and there is no unrighteousness in Him.
(Refrain)
Glory...Both now...(Refrain)

SECOND ANTIPHON
The Lord is King; He is clothed with majesty! The Lord is clothed with
strength and hath girt Himself.
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead;
who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
For He established the world which shall not be shaken. (Refrain)
Holiness becometh Thy house, O Lord, unto length of days. (Refrain)
Glory...Both now...O Only-begotten Son...

* During the Little Entrance, chant the Apolytikion of the Resurrection, then
the following Entrance Hymn:

ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE RESURRECTION
Come let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God,
Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee: Alleluia!

e After the Entrance, sing the hymns in the following order below:

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION (TONE 4)
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the
women disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation.
And proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been
spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy.

APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GREGORY OF NEO-CAESAREA (TONE 8)
By vigilance in prayer, and continuance in the working of wonders,
thou didst acquire thine achievements as a surname; wherefore,
intercede with Christ our God, O Father Gregory, to enlighten our souls,
lest we sleep in sin unto death.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. NICHOLAS (TONE 4)
In truth you were revealed to your flock, as a rule of faith, a model of
meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore, you have won the
heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy Father, Bishop Nicholas,
intercede with Christ our God that our souls may be saved.

KONTAKION OF ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS (TONE 4)
The sacred treasury of God’s holy glory, * the greatly precious bridal
chamber and Virgin, * the Savior’s most pure temple, free of stain and
undefiled, * into the House of the Lord * on this day is brought forward
* and bringeth with herself the grace * of the Most Divine Spirit; * her
do God’s Angels hymn with songs of praise, * for she is truly the
heavenly tabernacle.

THE EPISTLE
O Lord, how magnified are Thy works. In wisdom hast Thou made them all.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.

Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians (2:16-20)
Brethren, you know that a man is not justified by works of the Law but
through faith in Jesus Christ. Even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in
order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not by works of the Law, because
by works of the Law shall no one be justified. But if, in our endeavor to be
justified in Christ, we ourselves were found to be sinners, is Christ then an
agent of sin? Certainly not! But if I build up again those things which I tore
down, then I prove myself a transgressor. For I through the Law died to the
Law, that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; it is no
longer I who live, but Christ Who lives in me; and the life I now live in the
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for
me.




THE GOSPEL
Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (12:16-21)

The Lord spoke this parable: “The land of a rich man brought forth
plentifully; and he thought to himself, “What shall I do, for I have
nowhere to store my crops?” And he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull
down my barns, and build larger ones; and there I will store all my
grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample
goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, be merry.” But
God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you; and the
things you have prepared, whose will they be?” So is he who lays up
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” As He said this, Jesus
called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

COMMUNION HYMN OF THE RESURRECTION (TONE 8)
Praise the Lord from the Heavens, praise Him in the highest!

THE SYNAXARION

On November 17, we commemorate St. Gregory the Wonderworker,
Bishop of Neo-Caesarea. The miracle-working Gregory was called a
second Moses. Although born a pagan, he became aware of the
meagerness and insufficiency of pagan philosophy. Gregory then
turned to Christian teachers with whom he studied and from whom he
received baptism. To dedicate himself solely to Christ God, Gregory
withdrew to the wilderness and lived in rigorous asceticism. Bishop
Phaedimus of Amasea wanted to consecrate him Bishop of Neo-
Caesarea. The clairvoyant Gregory perceived this intention and hid
from the bishop’s emissaries. Finally, Phaedimus consecrated him in
absentia, and Gregory had to accept the office of bishop. The Most-holy
Theotokos and St. John the Theologian appeared to him in a vision and
gave him the Symbol of Faith—“The Creed” —which the First
Ecumenical Council ratified. He died around the year 270 in great old
age. When he arrived in Neo-Caesarea as bishop, he found only
seventeen Christians in that pagan city. At the end, Gregory left the
city Christian, with only seventeen pagans.
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ﬁelcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
r

\ you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of
the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to
proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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